
A Note from Mr Terry
Good afternoon KS3 Geography! I hope you are all healthy and safe. I do very much miss seeing you all and
spending time with you at this wonderful season of the year. Do get to enjoy the fresh air and the marvels of God’s
world. This week has seen some glorious sunshine.

Continue to be wise and safe during this pandemic.

Here is lesson 7 on the environment. In this session we look at solving some environmental problems. Next week
instead of our exam before our break we will conclude with a study on climate change. Please read through the
lesson content and answer the questions and extension activity at the end. If you have any questions about the
subject or would like to get in contact with me, please feel free to do so at the school address.

With my best wishes for you all,

Mr Terry



The Solution to Environmental Issues: The Biblical Word View
Francis Schaeffer who was an American evangelical theologian and pastor once said ..

“The Christian is a man who has a reason for dealing with each created thing with a high level of respect.”

We don’t just have any reason. We have the basis or foundation for such a high level of respect.
Let’s look again at the root problem of environmental issues.

The Problem
You may remember the quote from Sir David Attenborough? Here it is ...

"The influence of the Book of Genesis, which says the Lord God said 'go forth and multiply' to Adam and Eve and
'the natural world is there for you to dominate', [is that] you have dominion over the animals and plants of the world,"
Sir David said. "That basic notion, that the world is there for us and if it doesn't actually serve our purposes, it's
dispensable, that has produced the devastation of vast areas of  the land's surface.”

David clearly misrepresents the Bible - not reading the passage in context. The dominion mandate is not a licence to
exploit creation without restraint. Even though the Bible gave rise to science and technology (using the principle of
induction or the uniformity of nature) there are many ways science can be unlawfully used - and this is the failure of
David’s position. The mandate that God gave man was before sin entered the world. The great fall of man resulted
in failure to fulfil this dominion properly. The fundamental problem is the wickedness of man, not the dominion
mandate.

The Solution
The biblical world view is the solution to the problems we face today. No other world religion or philosophy has any
foothold in attempting to address environmental issues. One of the reasons for this is there must be a fixed standard
of right from wrong, good and bad to determine what is ethical or not.

If we take the popular position of ‘naturalism’ which believes everything arises from natural properties or ‘secular
humanism’ which is a major influence in today’s society, rejects God and believes that man is the centre of
knowledge. If you were step into those worlds for just one minute you would come to see the futility of these
philosophies. If according to these world views we are the result of mindless matter shaped by purposeless forces
over millions of years there is no such thing as right from wrong, good or bad, beauty or ugliness. Matter is all there
is and cannot generate absolute aesthetic, moral standards. What happens just happens. There are no penalties, no
areas that are off limits, all is just pitiless indifference with no referee. Nature according to these word views is
meaningless, aimless and valueless. As Gordon Wilson said in his book ‘A Different Shade of Green’, “A mushroom
has no more or less meaning than a man.”

The questions then have to raised as to why naturalists get so angry about extinction or habitat loss? If people are to
be consistent with this view of existence then logic, justice, love, compassion, mercy and wisdom are just what some
have described as ‘brain fizz’ or a random set of neurological reactions in the brain. This once again shows how
man cannot but help being the image bearer he is. He cannot but help cry out because of the moral compass (the
conscience) God has placed within him. It also reveals his ‘borrowed capital’ in appealing to the biblical world view
for such moral indignation or outcry against environmental damage.

The answer to environmental issues is found in the heart-changing, transforming power of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. As Christians lobby and debate showing the only basis for care and conservation is with God and His word,
the call to repent and believe is the great need of our nation.

Let us now consider four of the main problems in the environment. There is considered a fifth which is not really a
problem - this we will look at next week.
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1) Problem 1: Pollution
All of us would rather drink clean water over fouled and polluted water or air. Remember what Jesus said in Mark
12:30-31 ... Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

2) Problem 2: Development & Habitat Destruction
Development is the clearing and changing of the landscape for human use from roads and railways, timber and
agriculture, mining, oil drilling and industrial development. It has the capacity to harm the environment enormously.
Sadly the cost to minimizing environment damage like clearing up pollution is big and developers might want to
seek ways to avoid it. Furthermore, great damage can be done just by moving into an area without any forethought
or planning to look at the effect of that development to the ecology of the area.

Despite man’s sin problem we do though see glimpses of that care and concern in the UK.

3) Deliberate Slaughter (or over harvesting)
This is tied into the second point - development and habitat destruction. To satisfy demand for food or fashion or
financial gain, poaching and over hunting can decimate animal species. Why have specific creatures been driven to
extinction like the Dodo, the Passenger Pigeon, the Moa and the Carolina Parakeet? Others like the California
Condor, Giant Panda and Bison are making a comeback after conservation efforts. An important Scripture to
remember here is Romans 8:20-22 ...

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22

For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.

Because of sin - death, disease and suffering are now part of our world.

4) Climate Change
Since the great flood of Noah’s day the climate has been changing to various degrees. On this subject of climate
change there are some important questions that we should ask. This will form the main part of our study next week
as we conclude this topic. Gordon Wilson raises these in his book ...

1) Is the whole planet warming up?

2) If it is warming up, did humans cause it?

3) If it is warming up, is it necessarily bad?

Before next week, have a think about how you might answer these three big questions. Consider these questions
and use the link to help research this subject for our next lesson.

Eliminating or reducing pollution can be very expensive - yet this is very much
part of our love for God and our neighbour. Whether you are running a factory
beside a river, borrowing a lawn mower or camping out in the countryside -
we should all be leaving the place better than we found it. Our mind set
should not just be compliance to man’s laws (which can change) but
honouring God. This will mean much more than what the regulations require
of us. We have to ask ... Are we truly loving God and our neighbour with how
we run our future business? Are we caring for the creation as we should?

Due to enormous declines in range and abundance over the years the
Great Crested Newt (our largest newt species in the UK) is now strictly
protected by British and European law. In August 2015, Natural England
launched a pilot project looking at how resources can be focused on the
habitat and the newt populations to bring about the greatest benefits.
A conservation plan was proposed to identify areas where development
will have the least impact and how new habitats can be created. This
sounds a great idea. Where development results in habitat loss, the
habitat gains will already be in place to compensate for these losses. This
is one example of how development can work better.



One very helpful site to look at is ... https://answersingenesis.org/environmental-science/climate-change/

Further to this study there are questions below to answer and some extension work as well. Please scan if you can
your homework to the school email address or send it as a word document.

Enjoy the time you have with your families and keep safe!

Questions

1) Explain how secular humanism or naturalism can provide no absolute basis to solve environmental problems?

2) Why is the God of the Bible necessary for the existence of an absolute ethical standard?

3) What issues should be raised for future development when thinking biblically?

Extension Activity

1) Take a look at Singapore’s amazing Pulau Semakeu. Located 8km south of Singapore, Semakau Landfill is an
island made mostly of incinerated waste. Tropical terrestrial and marine life is now abounding on the island. The
National Environment Agency (NEA) has won an international award for its outstanding engineering feat in
developing the Semakau Landfill site.

Can you write a brief report on the project (500 words) naming and explaining the four main strategies for waste
reduction?

Helpful links:-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulau_Semakau

https://www.nea.gov.sg/our-services/waste-management/overview


